Conditioning of crossed extensor reflex pathways by independent natural stimulation of labyrinth, neck and elbow joint afferents.
The present experiments demonstrated that labyrinth, neck and elbow joint afferents interact to influence the excitability of crossed extensor reflex pathways projecting to triceps brachii in decerebrate cats. Reflex excitability was dependent on head, neck and elbow position such that it was increased when the elbow was held at full flexion and either the head maintained side down or the neck rotated side up. Such interaction between these afferents is likely to be important in postural control.